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Synopsis

In the autumn of 1968, Donald Crowhurst set sail from England to participate in the first
single-handed nonstop around-the-world sailboat race. Eight months later, his boat was found in the
mid-Atlantic, intact but with no one on board. In this gripping reconstruction, journalists Nicholas
Tomalin and Ron Hall tell the story of Crowhurst’s ill-fated voyage, up to his apparent decision to
take his own life rather than be discovered as the would-be perpetrator of one of the biggest hoaxes

in sailing history.
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Customer Reviews

A true "Sailor’s Classic." Reading this book it is impossible not to feel compassion for Donald
Crowhurst who set out to win the Golden Globe challenge as the first man to nonstop
circumnavigate the world alone in a sailboat.Crowhurst’s early years are well-documented and give
us a picture of a driven and compulsive man with some serious character flaws and an aversion to
failure. Yet failure was a condition which dogged him throughout his life.Crowhurst’s decision to
undertake the circumnavigation was both dramatic and ill-considered. With relatively little sailing
experience and a lot of bluff he convinced his sponsors to fund the building of a revolutionary
trimaran, the "Teignmouth Electron" equipped with all manner of electronic wizardry (Crowhurst had
invented a sort of early GPS, the Navicator, in the mid-60’s).Unfortunately, the "Teignmouth
Electron" was never properly completed, the race deadline having intervened, and Crowhurst sailed

in a boat that was unfinished, poorly provisioned, and untested, having done miserably in what



passed for sea trials.Setting out on the latest possible day, Crowhurst found himself limping along at
a ridiculously slow pace three weeks later. Plagued by equipment failures, the "Teignmouth
Electron" was taking water due to design flaws, and had no real chance of completing the race.
Having staked all on a successful outcome, the tension and isolation of his predicament attacked
Crowhurst’s mind.In a fit of brilliant madness, Donald Crowhurst spent hours working out and
logging false positions, sun sights, weather reports, and sailing notations to make it seem he was

circling the earth while in fact he meandered pointlessly through the South Atlantic for months.
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